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Men Pdnd Scum 
in Flock on 
Female Felons 


BY JOE BOB BRIGGS 


DRIVE-IN MOVIE CRITIC OF GRAPEVINE, TEXAS 


S EVERAL of my cousins are 
movie stars now. They got 
parts in the new Oliver 
Stone movie they’re -making in 
Dallas called “JFK.” Oliver refuses 
to reveal what the letters “JFK” 
stand for, and if you ask him for a 
copy of the script, he sends six 
security guards to your house with 
“Riders on the Storm* blaring out 
of their 
ghetto 
blasters, 
and they 
wo n *:t 
leave until 
you sign a 
statement 
that says, 

‘1 will nev- 
er reveal 
what is in 
Oliyejr 
Stone’s movie, even after the mov- 
ie comes out” - 



In other words, “JFK” don’t 
stand for “Just for Kicks.” There’s 
some heavy security surrounding 
this project and Oliver’s just a lit- 
tletouchyjm the subject 

First he told the press, “I’m not 
saying it -is a conspiracy-theory 
rriovie, and Pm not saying it’s not a 


conspiracy-theory movie. Is this 
room bugged? I don’t think the 
whole story has been told, but, af- 
ter all, we’re just making movies 
here. Are you CIA? I don’t think 
this is a valid issue to be discussed 
in the press. Marina Oswald’s KGB 
contact has, however, been follow- 
ing me for 12 years.” 

I happen to have some opinions 
on this subject, mostly because my 
cousin Wilhdr was hired as an ex- 
tra to stand in Dealey Plaza carry- 
ing an umbrella that fired poison 
darts. Then there was my cousin 
Horace, who was part of the 13- 
man submachine-gun squad con- 
cealed behind the Grassy Knoll 
during the filming of the assassina- 
tion scene. But most of my infor- 
mation comes from Blanche Vero- 
na, my sister-in-law, who was hired 
on the special-effects crew. It was 
her job to wire Jackie Kennedy’s 
pillbox hat with a miniature spy 
camera. 

I don’t mean to say this guy is 
paranoid, but, out of the 27,000 
people who have come to Dallas 
over the last 30 years trying to 
prove conspiracy theories, Oliver 
Stone may be the No.l loony in the 
bin. Remember the British guy 
who spent two years. geUing per- 
mission to dig up Lee Harvey Os- 


. waJd’s body so he could check his 
teeth? Weil, this morie is evidently 
weirder than that. 

First, it’s based on a book by 
Jim Garrison, the former New Or- 
leans district attorney who’s done 
nothing for the last 25 years but 
invent new conspiracy theories, in- 
cluding one where Kennedy was 
killed by elephant handlers in the 
Barnum and Bailey Circus because 
he wasn’t doing enough to protect 
the endangered gorillas of Borneo. 

Next, he hires Kevin Costner to 
be Jim Garrison in the movie! 

The main role in the movie 
“JFK” is not JFK. It’s not LBJ. It’s 
not Governor Connally or Jackie 
or Chief Justice Warren or Lee 
Harvey Oswald or Jack Ruby. The 
main role in the movie is thi s flake 
from Nawluns. 

We have a few theories about 
“JFK” ourselves. It stands for Just 
Full of Krap. 

And speaking of American his- 
tory, “Prison Stories: Women on 
the Inside” just came out on video. 
It’s the first women-in-prison flick 
ever made completely by women 
(all the male characters are respon- 
sible for is getting the women into 
prison in the first place), and it’s 
also the first women-in-prison pic- 
ture where all the prisoners keep 
their blouses on at all times 
throughout the picture. 

Hated it 

It’s one of those anthology 
deals, with three stories in one 
movie. In the first one, Rae Dawn 
Chong gets pregnant while she’s in 
jail and starts selling drugs for a 
fat black mama so she can get 
proper day care for the fetus. Talk 
about your feminist plot run amok! 
She got thrown in jail because of a 
man, then a man got her pregnant, 
then the corrupt male guards 
make it impossible to get into the 
prison day-care program — and so 
this lady starts dealing coke. Sorry. 


The next one is better. Rachel 
Ticotin, of ‘Total Recall” fame, is 
doing some fairly hard time on a 
drug rap, and she has to leave her 
son in the care of her sister, Talisa 
Soto, of “License to Kill” fame, and 
before you know it the little yard 
monster is running down to the 
corner and doing drug deals for a 
guy named Montoya because he 
doesn’t think Mama loves him. You 
starting to see a theme here? 

F INALLY, we got Lolita Davi- 
dovich as a battered wife who 
blew her husband away 
when he beat her up one time too 
many and then went after her 
helpless daughter. She’s coming 
up for a parole hearing, but de- 
cides she might be better off in jail 
— “safe in the cage,” she caUs it._ 

At least in the men’s prison 
movies, like Leon Isaac Kennedy 
in “Penitentiary,” the guy has to 
do something criminal to end up 
in prison. I think the point of this 
deal is that women would never be 
in prison if it weren’t for men 
screwing up their heads. 

In other words, Politically Cor- 
rect Fu. Save it. 

No breasts. No dead bodies. 
(See what happens when you let 
women direct?) Strip-search. One 
catfight. Cell-wrecking. •' ‘ Wife, 
abuse. Gratuitous inmate rapping. 

cCraek FiL . Drive-In Academy 
‘Afaard hoMnaftfons for the three 
directors, Penelope Spheeris, Don- 
na Deitch, and Joan Micklin Silver, 
for actually getting Home B.O. to 
put up the money for this. 

One-half star. Joe Bob says . . . 
well, you know. 

Communist alert! The Indiana 
Department of Transportation is 
routing a new truck bypass 


through the Decatur Drive-In u 
Decatur, Ind., and refusing to pa' 
for it, to fix it up, or to allow thi 
owner to buy a new one, becaust 
they say the land is "better suited’ 
for farming than for movies. Thit 
happened in America! Without 
eternal vigilance, it could happer 
here. To discuss the meaning ol 
life with Joe Bob, write Joe Bob 
Briggs, P.O. Box 2002, Dallas, Texas 
75221 . Far (214) 368-2310. 

Dear Joe Bob; My wife gets a kick 
out of prison movies, yet when we 
go to rent them, for some reason 
our video store doesn’t have a sep- 
arate section for prison movies. 
Why there can’t be Drama, New 
Releases, Adventure, Horror and 
Prison categories, I will never 
know. Do you have a list of your 
favorites? - Jim Shaw, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Dear Jimbo: “Chained Heat,” 
“Reform School Girls,” *Red HeaC 
(the Linda Blair version), “Night- 
mare,” “The Big Doll House,” 
“Caged Heat,” “Concrete Jungle” 
and, of course, “Cool Hand Luke.” 
Did she marry you because you did 
time, or did she marry you because 
marriage is similar to doing time? 

H 

Creators Syndicate 


# mi 5 $ 






